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Advanced Placement English Language and Composition 

Summer 2020 Assignment 

Hannah M. Real 

Introduction 
 AP Language and Composition is a freshman-level college English class. Students in this 

class will study a variety of texts from diverse sources. Although fictional pieces will be studied 

for their rhetorical value, the core of this course is the analysis of nonfiction. American writers 

from pre and post 20th Century time periods are included for study. Texts from novels and plays 

to essays and speeches will be analyzed for their rhetoric and argumentative style. Because this is 

an Advanced Placement course, students are expected to fulfill all requirements of the College 

Board and Jasper High School. Although the AP Exam is not the only goal of this class, it is a 

large part of it, so students will take practice tests and further develop their writing skills through 

both in-class timed writings and extended writing assignments that will include peer assessment 

and guidance in the revision process. 
 

 

Criteria for Admission 
• Must want to think, listen, learn, and speak.  

• The The Coddling of the American Mind OR Them assignments are due by 3:00pm on 

Thursday, July 30, 2020.  

o THIS DATE MAY CHANGE DUE TO COVID-19’s influence on school 

start dates. Be sure to join the Remind group listed below for updates and 

reminders.  

o Late papers may not be accepted. 

o All papers must be turned in inside a yellow (clasped) envelope to the JHS 

front office labeled with your name in MLA heading format. Please note that 

the office is not open after 3:00pm. 

 

Required Texts 
You should PURCHASE or procure the following editions: 

- Thank You for Arguing Third Edition (Hereafter referenced as TYFA) by Jay Heinricks (I 

will be teaching from ISBN 978-0-8041-8993-4.) 

- The Coddling of the American Mind (Hereafter referenced as TCAM) by Lukianoff and 

Haidt  OR Them by Ben Sasse 

- The Great Gatsby, by F. Scott Fitzgerald (I will be reading from ISBN 978-0-7432-7356-5.) 

- A minimum of TWO Nonfiction Books - See Appendix D  
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Assignments 

1. Read EITHER The Coddling of the American Mind or Them. 

2. While reading, complete a Double Entry Journal. You will have one page of entries for 

each Gatsby chapter. See Appendix A for explicit instructions. These annotations will 

most likely be centered around foundational and argumentative quotes or words or phrase 

with which you are unfamiliar. I usually look for 3-5 annotations per chapter depending 

on quality.  

3. FOR Them ONLY: You must write a brief reflection on your own experience in an “us 

verses them” culture. In what ways have you experienced this rift, and what were the 

consequences of such perspectives? 

*********** 

4. Read and annotate TYFA’s  Preface through Ch. 5 (preface - pg. 56) and hand in your 

book on the first day of class.. Keep in mind that some of topics Heinrichs uses for 

examples are just that: examples, and his work should be read with a mature lens. . 

Additionally, it is imperative that you read the chapters in their entirety, as we will be 

working with these concepts for the remainder of the school year. There will be a test 

over the book during the first week of school. Read and annotate carefully! The test will 

cover the topics listed in the study guide in APPENDIX B. You don’t need to answer the 

questions (unless you want to), but you should annotate the book specifically for these 

items. THESE ANNOTATIONS WILL BE GRADED. 

 

5. Part 2 - Putting it all together & an introduction to you... 

After reading & annotating TYFA and the nonfiction book of TCAM or Them, complete 

the following short writing assignments: (must be typed in MLA format & printed to 

hand in on the first day of school) 

- Personal Mission Statement: In exactly four sentences, write your 
personal constitution, a statement of the person you want to be; 
however, write it strictly in terms of the values you embody. Do not 
write specifics, such as goals achieved, specific actions, or others’ 
perceptions of you. Be prepared to share with the class. Students will 
be working with this statement ALL year, so be authentic, fresh, brave, 
and brilliant. 

 

Assessments 

 

Grammar Mastery 

• Study the attached grammar packet (APPENDIX C).  This class is FULL of writing, and 

you need to be a conscientious student concerning basic grammatical skills that impact 

writing. The packet you’ll receive and the videos you must watch concern parts of the 

sentence, pronouns, pronoun-antecedent agreement, verbs, subject-verb agreement, 

phrases, and clauses. You will have a test (in two parts) on these concepts within the first 

two weeks of class. Along with the packet, you should visit and become familiar with the 

Purdue OWL (Online Writing Lab) website where you’ll find excellent practice and 

further explanation of numerous grammatical concepts.   

 

The Grammar Mastery assignments will be assessed during the first two weeks of school. 
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Online Communications: 

• You MUST join “+APLANG” Remind. I will post electronic copies of important files 

along with resources for you to use.  I also want your parents to join Remind.  I will use 

this page to communicate class events to your parents. This is a requirement! As an AP 

student, one of your responsibilities is to keep up with the various modes of 

communication I will use to keep you informed.   

 

• I will place relevant documents on Microsoft Teams – Check your school email for an 

invitation by June 21, 2020. 

• Remind instructions:  Text @ 7cfk7d to 81010 
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APPENDIX A 

 
Gatsby and The American Dream: Double Entry Journaling 

Process: • While reading Gatsby, you will look to answer these essential questions:  

• To what extent does the pervasive force of the American dream inspire or corrupt?   

• To what extent does the American dream influence our cultural and personal morality?  

• How does F. Scott Fitzgerald use the juxtaposition of characters and settings, imagery 

and paradox, or other thematic or figurative elements to communicate his message 

about the American dream?  

• As you read the novel, you will take double entry journal notes on your handouts 

focusing on ideas from the questions above. The left hand side is for recording direct 

quotations (exact words from the text) and the right hand side is for interpreting and 

connecting the text to theme and Fitzgerald’s PURPOSE behind the text (your own 

thoughts about the quote in reference to the essential questions above).  

• Below you will find FIVE requirements to include in each chapter’s journal entry.  

 

 
 

A Blank Double Entry Journal will be available to print via Microsoft Teams 

by May 22, 2019. Check your school email for an invitation. 
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Appendix B 
 

Thank You for Arguing Study Guide - Know the answers to these for the book test. The format 

will be multiple choice. 

Introduction 

     What does the quote before the introduction mean? 

Chapter 1 - Open Your Eyes 

1. Define Rhetoric. 

2. Know the history of rhetorical study on pages 4-5. 

Chapter 2 - Set Your Goals 

 3) What is the difference between fighting and arguing? 

 4) What does persuasion try to do? 

 5) What is deliberative argument? (Hint: You’ll have to use context clues to build your 

definition.) 

6) Why should you only “ concede a point that will not damage your case/argument 

irreparably? 

7) What are Cicero’s 3 goals for persuading people? 

8) How does “changing the mood” help your argument? 

Chapter 3 - Control the Tense 

 9) What are the three types of issues established by Aristotle? Why are knowing these 

important? 

 10) Why is it important to establish what core issue you are arguing about? 

 11) How can changing the tense (past, present, future) help you be more successful? 

 12) What is the purpose of forensic, demonstrative, and deliberative rhetoric? 

 13) What type of rhetoric is “the rhetoric of choice”? Why? 

Chapter 4 - Soften Them Up 

 14) What is argument by logic (logos), character (ethos), and emotion (pathos)? 

 15) Why is concession the most powerful tool of logos? 

 16) How does “align[ing] yourself with your listener’s pathos” help you in an argument? 

Chapter 5 - Get Them to Like You 

 17) What components make up decorum? 

 18) Why must you change your decorum based on your audience’s expectations? 
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Appendix C 

Grammar Notes for Test 
 

Nouns & Parts of the Sentence 

 

• A complete sentence must have a subject, a verb, and express a complete thought. 

• The SUBJECT of the sentence is the noun or pronoun that the sentence is about.  

Subjects are NEVER located in a prepositional phrase. 

• Before beginning to locate the parts of the sentence, cross out ALL PREPOSITIONAL 

PHRASES. 

• To locate the subject, first find the verb and ask the question WHO + VERB = SUBJECT 

 

Example:  The dog next door is barking loudly. 

 

Verb= is barking 

 

Who is barking?  dog—subject 

 

• A COMPOUND SUBJECT is two or more subjects that share the same verb. 

• A COMPOUND VERB is two or more verbs that share the same subject. 

 

Example:  The dog and cat fought and played all night. 

 

Verbs=fought and played 

 

Who fought and played? dog and cat 

 

• A COMPLEMENT is a noun or pronoun that completes the meaning of the verb. 

• There are two types of complements, DIRECT OBJECT and INDIRECT OBJECT. 

• DIRECT OBJECT—a noun or pronoun that follows an ACTION VERB and answers 

the questions “Who?” or “What?” A direct object will NEVER be in a prepositional 

phrase. 

• INDIRECT OBJECT—a noun or pronoun that follows an ACTION VERB and answers 

the questions “To or for whom?” or “To or for what?”  There must be a direct object in 

order to have an indirect object, and indirect objects will NEVER be in a prepositional 

phrase. 

• To find a direct object, follow this formula: 

 

Subject + verb + Who? Or What? = direct object 

 

• To find an indirect object, follow this formula: 

 

Subject + verb +d.o. + to or for whom or what? = i.o. 
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Examples: 

John gave Gina the best gift at her surprise birthday party. 

 

Verb=gave Who gave?  John, subject 

John gave who or what? gift, d.o. 

John gave gift to whom? Gina, i.o. 

 

• Short formulas for finding parts of the sentence: 

 

1. cross out all prepositional phrases 

2. find verb 

3. Who + verb = subject 

4. subject + verb + who or what = d.o. 

5. subject + verb + d.o. + to or for whom or what = i.o. 

 

 

Subject Complements 

1. Predicate Nominative—a noun or pronoun that follows a linking verb and answers the 

questions “Who?” or “What?” about the subject.  Predicate nominatives are never in 

prepositional phrases. 

2. Predicate Adjective—an adjective that follows a linking verb and describes the subject.  

Predicate adjectives will never be in a prepositional phrase. 

 

Examples 

 

1. Bats are nocturnal animals. 

 

2. Teachers are people with infinite patience. 

 

3. The students were nervous before the presentation. 

 

4. The soup tastes very spicy. 

 

Steps 

 

1. cross out prepositional phrases 

2. find and label verb (action or linking) 

3. Who+verb=subject 

4. subject+linking verb+who or what=predicate nominative OR predicate adjective 
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Pronouns 
 

• A pronoun takes the place of one or more nouns or pronouns. 

 Example: Sam is on the baseball team; he plays second base.  (The pronoun   

  he takes the place of the proper noun Sam, which is the     

 antecedent.) 

 

• Personal pronouns refer to specific persons or things. 

 

1.  first person   2.  second person  3.  third person 

     --refers to the speaker      --refers to those spoken to      --refers to those spoken   

        about 

ex.  I, me, my, mine, we, us         you, your, yours          he, him, his, she, her 

       our, ours               hers, it, its, they, them,   

               their, theirs 

 

Personal pronouns are divided into three cases (or types): 

 

1.  nominative   2.  objective   3.  possessive 

     --can be only the subject      --can be only objects      --used to show ownership 

        or predicate nominative*        (direct object**,           do not use an    

            indirect object***,         apostrophe with a    

           object of preposition         possessive pronoun 

 

   I, you, he, she, it, we, they     me, you, him, her, it, us     my, mine, your, yours, his, 

     them       her, hers, its, our, ours,   

           your, yours, their, theirs 

 

*predicate nominative—a noun or pronoun that follows a linking verb and answers the questions 

“Who?” or “What?” about the subject. 

 Example: Bats are nocturnal animals.  (Animals is the p.n. because it follows   

      the linking verb are and answers the    

     question “What?” about the subject     

    bats.) 

 

**direct object—a noun or pronoun that follows an action verb and answers the questions 

“Who?” or “What?” 

***indirect object—a noun or pronoun that follows an action verb and answers the questions 

“To/For whom?” or “To/For what?” 

 Example: Jack gave Jill the book.  (Book is the direct object because it   

      answers the question “What?” after    

     the action verb gave.  Jill is the     

    indirect object because it answers the     

   question “To whom?” after the       

  action verb.) 
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• Who/Whoever and Whom/Whomever 

 Who/whoever is a nominative case pronoun. 

 Whom/whomever is an objective case pronoun. 

  --Many times, these pronouns are used to introduce subordinate    

    clauses.****  In that situation, you must figure out the pronoun’s       

function in the subordinate clause. 

  ****A subordinate clause is a group of words that contains a subject and   

  a verb, but it does not express a complete thought. 

  Examples: 

1. The pilot [who landed the plane] was injured.  (Who is correct because it is 

the subject of the subordinate clause.) 

2. The clerk [whom I asked for help] could not answer my question.  (Although 

whom introduces this subordinate clause, it is actually the direct object of the 

verb asked.) 

3. The prize will be awarded to [whoever scores the most points].  (This one is 

tricky!  Just because the preposition “to” comes before the pronoun, that 

doesn’t mean that the pronoun is the object of the preposition.  In this 

sentence, the entire subordinate clause is the object of the preposition.  

Whoever is the subject of the clause.  Now you know why it is so important to 

spot subordinate clauses within a sentence! 

 

 

• Other types of pronouns: 

 

 --reflexive pronoun—refers to the subject and directs the action of the verb back   

   to the subject. 

    --These are the “-self” pronouns. 

    --Hissself and theirselves are incorrect.  Use himself and   

    themselves instead. 

    --Use these pronouns only when they refer to the subject of   

    the sentence. 

 

 --intensive pronoun—refers to and emphasizes noun or another pronoun. 

    --These are also the “-self” pronouns. 

 

 --interrogative pronoun—introduces questions 

     what, which, who, whom, whose 

 

 --demonstrative pronoun—refers to specific one(s) of a group 

     this, that, these, those 
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 --relative pronoun—introduces a subordinate clause and refers to a noun or   

   pronoun outside the subordinate clause***** 

     that, which, who, whom, whose 

    *****A subordinate clause is a group of words that has a   

    subject and a verb, but it does not express a     

   complete thought. 

 

 --indefinite pronoun—refers to one(s) not specifically named 

  always singular—anybody, anyone, anything, each, either, everybody,   

    everyone, everything, neither, nobody, no one,    

   nothing, one, somebody, someone, something 

  always plural—both, few, many, several 

  singular or plural—all, any, more, most, none, some 

 

 

 

Pronoun Usage 

 

• When a pronoun is used as an appositive *, it should be in the same case as its 

antecedent. 

 *An appositive is a noun or pronoun that follows another noun or pronoun and   

 renames or further identifies it. 

 

 Examples: 1.  The winners of the contest, Daniel and she, will accept the   

   prize.  (She is correct because the appositives rename the    

  subject, winners, so any pronoun used has to be in the     

 nominative case.) 

2. The prize was awarded to the winners of the contest, Daniel and her.  

(In this example, the objective case pronoun her is correct because the 

appositive renames winners, which is the object of the preposition to.) 

 

 --A pronoun that follows than or as in an incomplete (elliptical) construction is in   

 the same case as it would be if the construction were completed. 

  

 Notice how the meaning of each of the following sentences is determined by the 

 pronoun form in the incomplete construction. 

 

 Examples: 1.  I wrote you more often than [I wrote] him. 

2. I wrote you more often than he [wrote you]. 

3. Did you help Ada as much as I [helped Ada]? 

4. Did you help Ada as much as [you helped] me? 
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Pronoun Reference 

 

A pronoun should refer clearly to its antecedent. 

 

Avoid the following reference mistakes: 

 

• Ambiguous reference—occurs when a pronoun can refer to any one of two or more 

antecedents. 

 Example: Susie asked Marsha to cut her hair.  (This is unclear because we   

    don’t know if her refers to Susie or Marsha.) 

   Susie asked, “Marsha, please cut my hair.”  (This sentence is clear   

    because the ambiguous has been eliminated.) 

 

• General reference—occurs when a pronoun refers to a general idea rather than a specific 

antecedent. 

 Example: The weather forecast predicted rain.  This ruined our plans.  (This   

       has no specific antecedent.) 

   Our plans were ruined because the weather forecast predicted rain.   

   (The pronoun is eliminated, making the meaning clear.) 

 

• Weak reference—occurs when a pronoun refers to an implied antecedent.   

 Example: John loves composing music, but he never shares them with an   

   audience.  (Them refers to songs, but songs isn’t used in the   

    sentence.) 

   John loves composing music, but he never shares his songs with an  

   audience.  (The weak reference has been eliminated.) 

 

• Indefinite reference—occurs when a pronoun such as you, it, or they refers to no  

  particular person or thing. 

 Examples: 1.  While visiting the park, you can enjoy feeding the ducks.  (You   

       doesn’t have an antecedent.) 

         Park visitors can enjoy feeding the ducks.  (Indefinite reference  

        has been eliminated.) 

   2.  It explains how to assemble the toy in the owner’s manual.  (It   

   should be eliminated because there is no antecedent.) 

        The owner’s manual explains how to assemble the toy.     

     (Indefinite reference has been eliminated.) 
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Pronoun-Antecedent Agreement 

 

• A pronoun must agree with its antecedent in gender (masculine, feminine, neutral) and in 

number (singular or plural). 

 

• When an indefinite pronoun is the antecedent of another pronoun, you must know if the 

indefinite pronoun is singular or plural. 

 Examples: 1.  Each of the boys left his jacket at home.  (Each is the    

    antecedent of his and is always singular.) 

        Both of the students did their assignments early.  (Both, the   

     antecedent of their, is always plural.) 

 

• A singular pronoun is used to refer to two or more singular antecedents joined by or or 

nor. 

 Example: John or James will present his project first. 

 

• A plural pronoun is used to refer to two or more antecedents joined by and. 

 Example: Sam and Jerry are completing their assignment together. 

 

• The number of a relative pronoun depends on the number of its antecedent. 

 Example: Dogs that are rescued find a good home.  (That refers to dogs, so   

     the plural verbs are and find are used.) 

 

• When a collective noun is an antecedent of a pronoun, determine if the collective noun is 

singular or plural.  A collective noun is singular when referred to as one unit.  A 

collective noun is plural when individual parts are referenced. 

Examples: The team follows its schedule.  (The antecedent team is singular, so the 

singular pronoun its is correct.) 

The team practice their positions.  (The antecedent team is plural, so the 

plural pronoun their is correct.) 

 

• Some nouns that are plural in form take singular pronouns.  (See the green chart on page 

161 of language book.) 

Example: Civics is an interesting subject; I enjoy it.  (Although the antecedent civics 

looks plural, it is singular, so the singular pronoun it is used to replace 

civics.) 

 

• Some nouns that are singular act plural.  (See the purple chart on page 161 of language 

book.) 

Example: I can’t find my glasses.  Have you seen them?  (Glasses, the antecedent, is 

singular, but takes a plural pronoun.  Them is the correct pronoun to 

replace glasses.) 
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• Even if it appears to be plural, the title of a creative work is singular. 

Example: “Marigolds” is a short story in our textbook. Have you read it?  (It is the 

correct pronoun because the antecedent “Marigolds” is the title of one 

short story, even though it appears plural.) 

 

• An expression of amount may be either singular or plural, depending on how it’s used in 

a sentence. 

Examples: Half of the students finished their test.  (Their is the correct plural 

pronoun because the antecedent Half is considered plural because it refers 

to students.) 

 

Half of the project is incomplete; it needs more work.  (It is the correct 

singular pronoun because the antecedent Half is considered singular 

because it refers to the project.) 

 

 

For your test, you must memorize the indefinite pronoun chart! You must be able to 

list the sixteen singular, four plural, and six that can be either singular or plural.  

 

 

 

STUDY!!! This test will be quite thorough. 
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Appendix D 

 

Nonfiction Books: 

As a junior Advanced Placement teacher, I get asked constantly for ways that students can 

increase their ACT score. One of the best ways to increase your scores is to read books that 

challenge and stretch you. Sometimes these books do not align with your perspective or take you 

outside of your comfort zone, but it is these books that push your critical thinking and analytical 

skills. Below are some of my favorite nonfiction Books. Please consider these when purchasing 

your two nonfiction books for the semester. Of course, you may select books that are NOT on 

this list, but these books should still maintain the same rigorous standard and challenge you to 

think beyond yourself.  

 

- Educated by Tara Westover 

- When Breathe Becomes Air – Paul Kalanithi 

- The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks by Rebecca Skloot 

- Smoke Gets in Your Eyes and Other Lessons from the Crematory by Caitlyn Doughty 

- Just Mercy by Bryan Stevenson 

- The Sun Does Shine by Anthony Ray Hinton (Dora, AL Author) 

 

 

Feel free to search AP Language Nonfiction Book Lists for other book ideas. You do not have 

to choose one of the books above, but hopefully they can guide you toward sophisticated 

reading selections. 
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Advanced Placement Language and Composition 

11th Grade 

Hannah M. Real 

 

Name:_______________________________________________ 

 

• I have read and agree to all of the prerequisite criteria for this class.  Additionally, I have 

procured the required signatures below. 

• By turning in this form, I am declaring my intention to complete the summer assignment 

and to purchase the necessary text to participate in this class. 

 

Required Signatures: 

 

 

 

______________________________________ Parent/Guardian Signature  

(Please read entire packet.) 

 

 

 

______________________________________ Student Signature 

 

 

If you do not meet one or more of the requirements listed on page 1 or cannot procure the 

signatures required above, please see Ms. Real. 

 

Turn in this sheet only by Friday, May 24, 2019. 

 


